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Nonf arm payrol | enpl oynent rose by 162,000 in March, and
t he unenpl oynent rate was 9.7 percent for the third nonth in a
row. Job gains continued in tenporary help services and in
health care, while job |losses occurred in financial activities
and in information. The March enpl oynent increase al so included
48, 000 workers hired by the federal governnent for Census 2010.

Tenporary hel p services enploynent increased by 40,000 in
March. Since |ast Septenber, enploynment in this industry has
grown by 313,000, or 18 percent.

Heal th care added 27,000 jobs in March, conpared with an
average nonthly gain of 18,000 over the prior 12 nonths. M ning
enpl oynment rose by 8,000 in March. This industry has added
31,000 jobs since |ast Cctober.

Federal governnent enploynent rose over the nonth,

reflecting ranmped-up hiring for Census 2010. In March, the



Census Bureau brought on 48,000 tenporary workers. Enpl oynent
in state and | ocal governnents was essentially unchanged.

Manuf act uri ng enpl oynent continued to trend up in March.
Over the last 3 nonths, manufacturing has added 45, 000 j obs,
wi th nost of the gains in durable goods industries.

Construction enploynent held steady in March. This
i ndustry had shed an average of 72,000 jobs per nonth in the
prior 12 nonths.

Enpl oynment continued to decline in financial activities
(-21,000) and in information (-12,000) in March. Oher major
i ndustries showed little change in enploynent.

Average hourly earnings of all enployees in the private
sector declined by 2 cents in March to $22.47. Over the past 12
nont hs, average hourly earni ngs have increased by 1.8 percent.
From February 2009 to February 2010, the Consunmer Price |ndex
for AIl Urban Consuners (CPl-U) rose by 2.2 percent.

Turning to nmeasures fromthe survey of househol ds, the
unenpl oynent rate held at 9.7 percent in March. Over the nonth,
j obless rates for the major worker groups showed little or no
change.

O the 15.0 mllion persons unenployed in March, 6.5
mllion had been jobless for 27 weeks or nore, an increase of
414,000 over the nonth. These | ong-term unenpl oyed made up 44.1

percent of all unenpl oyed persons, a record high.



The enpl oynent - popul ation ratio was 58.6 percent in March.
Thi s measure has been trending up since its recent |ow of 58.2
percent in Decenber. Anong the enployed, the nunber of
i ndi vi dual s working part tinme who preferred full-tinme work
increased in March to 9.1 mllion

I n summary, nonfarm payroll enploynment rose by 162,000 in

March, and the unenploynent rate held at 9.7 percent.



